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SUMMARY OF TELEPHONE INTERVIEW 



First Named Applicant: Harrington et ak 
Art Unit: 3641 



Application No.: 10/685.106 
Examiner: Stephen M. Johnson 
Status of Application: Pending 
Date of Interview: 04/26/2005. 12PM (EDTJ 

Participants: (1 ) Stephen M. Johnson and (2) William R. Conley (Agent for A^Blisaotg} 



Issues Discussed: 



(1)35U.S.C. 112 2 i,ff lT 

a) antecedence 

b) trademark use 



Clalrn(s) 



(2) 35U.S.C. 112 1 rai H 

a) written description 

b) enablement 



Claim 
13,14 



Claim 
13,14 



2/17/2005 Office 
Action Paragraph # 



Agreed 



4, 5, 6 and 12 



See conclusions 
below 



See conclusions 
below 



Summary of the interview: 

i) The Examiner provided clarification as to the basis of the rejections to Claims 

13-14. 

ii) The Applicant proposed amendments to cure the antecedence and trademark 
use issues. 

iii) Arguments were presented by the Applicant, in support of the specification 
providing an adequate written description, and enablement of Applicant's 
Claim 13-14. 

Conclusions: 

Agreement was reached that; 

iv) The antecedence and trademark issues can be cured with fairly minor 
amendments to Claims 13-14, and, 

v) The specification as originally submitted satisfies the written description and 

enablement requirements, if the language of Claims 13 - 14 is amended to 
better conform to the language of the specification, i.e. more clearly claim the 
invention. 
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Detailed description of the discussion: 

!§§ue 1a: 

In Claim 3 from which original Claim 13 depends, "said actuator" lacks complete 

agreement with "actuator means" as recited in Claim 1 . 
Applicant proposed to amend Claim 3 to recite "said actuator means" to cure the 

antecedence issue. 
Agreement was reached that this would cure the antecedence issue. 

Issue 1b: 

Use of trademark "Claymore" renders the scope of Claims 1 3 and 1 4 indefinite. 

Applicant proposed to amend Claim 13, replacing the phrase "Claymore mine" with 
the phrase "directional explosive". Support for a Claymore mine being a directional 
explosive can be found in the specification, for example in fl37 and 1J38. 

Agreement was reached that this would cure the trademark use issue. 

Issue 2a; 

Claims 13 and 14 stand rejected as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement, for claiming subject matter that is not adequately described in the 
specification. 

Applicants submitted that as stated in MPEP §2163 (I), "...a satisfactory 
description may be in the claims or any other portion of the originally filed 
specification...". Applicants argue that Claim 13 and 14 as originally presented in the 
application, and the original specification, provide more than a satisfactory description of 
the invention as claimed. 

The Examiner clarified the basis for the rejection being the language of Claim 13 
as not clearly reflecting the invention as described and shown in the specification. For 
example, it is not clear how the angle in Fig 6, relates to "the angle with respect to the 
front of the case" as recited in the originally submitted C!aim13. 

The Applicant's proposed amending the language of Claim 13, to clarify the 
relationship of the angle to the distances determined by the invention. Agreement was 
reached that amending the language of Claim 13 would cure this issue. 

-2- 
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Issue 2b: 

Claim 13 and 14 are rejected as failing to comply with the enablement 
requirement, for not reasonably conveying the invention, to one skilled in the art. 

The discussion for this issue included that for issue 2a above, and agreement was 
reached that amending the language of Claim 13 as described above, would cure this 
issue as well. 

With re gard to Claim 14: 

While not specifically cited in the Office Action, the Applicants proposed amending 
the Claims to properly introduce the phrase "said predetermined distance", currently 
lacking antecedence in original Claim 14. 

Agreement was reached that this would cure the antecedence issue. 

Note: 

No prior art was discussed during the Interview, and the proposed Claim amendments 
discussed during the Interview, are not made in view of any prior art. 

Respectfully submitted, 



William R. Conley 

Agent for Applicant 

Reg. No. 55,844 

Ph: (505) 845-91 10 

Fax: (505) 844-1418 

e-mail: conleywr@sandia.gov 

Sandia National Laboratories 

P.O. Box 5800 MS-0161 

Albuquerque, NM 87185-0161 
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